4. Salvation by Works and Salvation by Faith. 




'Were is t He patience of the saints: 
here are they that hgep 
the Commandments ofCjod, 
and the faith of Jesus" 

[Rev. 14: 12] 



During discussions on the "schoolmaster ... unto Christ" and "added Law" in Galatians, 
view on the "added Law" was changing in SDA church several times: Moral Law [J. H. 
Waggoner {1855}] — > Ceremonial Law [S. Pierce {1857}] — > [confirmed by E. White {1860s}] 
— ■> Moral Law [E. J. Waggoner {1886}] — > "it is not a vital question" [E. White {1890}] — ► 
Moral Law [E. White {1896}] — > Both Laws [A. T. Jones {1899}] — > Both Laws [E. White 
{1900}]... But later — > "it is not essential to understand..." [E. White {Aug, 1902}] — ■> "God 
forbids that the subject of the two laws should ever again be agitated as it then was. . . " [E. 
White, Nov. 1902], But contradictions between these views were forgotten and all the 
focus has been shifted on the subject of "Justification by Faith" and "Salvation by Faith." 

4.1. Moral Law, Ceremonial Law, Civil Law ... 

In this chapter while we are talking on "keeping God’s law", "offering sacrifices", "doing 
of good deeds", etc., we assume that all these actions are done by sincere people who have 
not formal faith, but believe in the true God and His Scripture. 

However, we cannot exclude a possibility that if Adam and Eve would reject Devil’s offer 
because of fear of death rather than due the true love for God, nevertheless sin would 
never enter our land. And if Cain even didn't love his brother nevertheless had heard the 
words of warning: "... sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shall 
rule over him" [Gen. 4:7], the tragedy in the Adam's family could be avoided. Probably at 
the end of the world history, many people will come out of Babylon and get salvation due 
to their fear of divine punishment that had been promised to all who would take the mark of 
the beast [Rev. 1 4: 9-1 1 ; 1 8:4], 
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When we study the Bible, we can discover the complex system of laws, but the core of the 
Biblical legislation was the Moral Law, known as the "Ten Commandments", written by God's 
hand [Exodus 20: 1-17]. In ancient Israel there was also Mosaic Law, known as "Ceremonial 
Law" given to the Israelites through Moses. The state of Israel (latter, Judea and Israel) had 
sets of Laws known as Civil Laws. However, a simple distinction between these categories 
does not reveal the essence of the problem. 

For example, where to put the law about washing hands before taking meals? To which 
category of the law belongs description of the punishment for crimes? Is it possible to get 
salvation through the observance of the Moral law? Could Jews get salvation by the offering 
of sacrifices regulated by the ceremonial law? etc. 




Figure 25. Ten Commandments and Mosaic Law. 



4.2. Three groups of Laws and Rules. 

There is an impression that throughout the history of mankind, the global jurisprudence 
has not changed. As a rule, all written laws can be divided into three main groups: 

1st group includes various Laws that govern relationship between people, between 
people and God, between humans and animals, between people and nature, etc.; they 
included both prohibitions, and motivations for action. 

2nd group of laws determines the form and severity of punishment for violation of the 
laws belonging to the first group. 

3rd group of laws describes the procedures how to avoid or lessen the punishments 
determined in the second group. 



World legislation described above has the same structure as Biblical one: 

1st group of laws regulates the relationship, which are based on the principle of love, 
of respect and reverence. The core of these laws is the Ten Commandments or the Moral 
law, received in written form at Mount Sinai [Exodus 20: 1-17]. 
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In the time of Moses special comments were added to the Ten Commandments for avoiding 
errors in definition of various crimes, such as theft, murder, adultery, not honoring parents, etc. 

Jesus Christ has deepened the understanding of the Ten Commandments, explaining 
that even the intents of the heart, not justified anger or hate [Math. 5: 22; 1 John, 3: 15], not 
helping the needy person (or animal) may fall under the violation of the this Law [1 John, 3: 
17]. James the Apostle emphasized that: " Therefore to him that knoweth to do good and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin" [James 4:17], 




Figure 26. Moses with the Ten Commandments written on the stone. 

One can also cite other examples of violation of Moral law today. Obtaining super profits 
from the high prices of products or services not related to the real cost and reasonable profit 
margins, could also amount to a violation of the Moral law. For example, a super high price 
for a product in high demand (food in case of dearth or water in deserts), is a violation of 
the Commandment "thou shalt not steal” , or in some cases, even "thou shalt not kilT'. 

This group of laws regulates the necessary hygienic procedures and restrictions, such as 
washing hands before meals, isolation of contagious patients, ceremony of ablution and 
purification, etc. Not compliance with these laws could lead to disease or death as the 
perpetrator and his family, " thou shalt not kill" would be broken. 

Moral Law reflects God's love and God's will. It regulates relation between people, as 
well as between people and God, and it also describes sins [I John, 3: 4; Rom. 3: 20]. So, 
following these Laws is not the merit of before God or people, it is only a norm of our life 
without any extra achievements. 
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2nd group of laws has a simple divine principle - any sin is punishable by death [Rom. 
6: 23; James 1:15]. Since none of God's creatures has life in himself, so implementing the 
death penalty, basically, is performed through deprivation of access to the source of life 
described in the Bible as the Tree of Life [Gen. 3: 22-23; Rev. 2:7; 22:2], 

In some cases, sinners subjected to the death penalty, carried out without human hand: 
it happened during the Great flood [Gen. 6-7]; in the story of Sodom and Gomorrah [Gen. 
19: 24-25]; and after the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Aveyron [Num. 16: 1-35]. In the 
new Testament days there is a story of spouses who died after their lie to Apostles and the 
Holy Spirit concealing the true price obtained at the sale of property [Acts, 5: 1-10], etc. 

In the State of Israel there was a set of laws that defined penalties for the Commission 
of the certain crimes; death penalty was defined for the grave sins [Lev. 20: 2, 11, 15, 27; 
Num. 35: 16-18, 21 , etc]. 

3rd group of laws described ceremonies or rites which were necessary to make in order 
to avoid punishment, described in the 2nd group of the laws. 

As a violation of the moral law was considered as a sin punishable by death, so for the 
redemption from death it was necessary to replace death of sinner by the death of the 
sacrificed animal [Lev. 4: 13-21, 27-35; 5: 7-13; 6: 24-30; etc]. 

When causing moral or material damage a sinner provided special compensation or 
ransom [Exod. 21; 18-19; 22-27; 30-34; Exod. 22, etc]. 

4.3. Crime, Punishment or Forgiveness. 

The Moral Law defines what sin is, and who is a sinner. Justice demanded death of the 
sinner, and the mercy of God has provided redemption from death through sacrifice a lamb. 
Substitution of animal sacrifice pointed to the substitutionary death of the Son of God. 

Among the 1 st group of Laws [Moral Law] we can't find any gradation of punishments, we 
also don't see any way to get Forgiveness and Salvation, and we don't see any Savior here. 

In the past to receive the atonement one had to perform an action known as ceremony of 
sacrificing, i.e. one had to do 'works' according to the Ceremonial Law. After the crucifixion 
of Christ a sinner has no need to offer sacrifice for his sin, because of Son of God had 
already been sacrificed for his sin. Now a sinner has not to follow a ceremony with the 
'work' of sacrificing, it is enough to have faith in Christ, or Lamb who has already died. 

The main difference between Judaism and Christianity is presence or absence of the 
sacrificing ceremony, i.e. forgiveness and salvation by 'work' or by 'faith'. This difference 
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doesn't touch Ten Commandments at all, which are not changeable. Everyone who is 
discussing salvation by 'work' and salvation by 'faith' actually is talking about the 3rd group of 
Laws only, but not on the 1st group, because there is no Salvation in the Moral Law itself. 

If someone keeps Ten Commandments accordingly, he is perfect, and he doesn't need 
salvation. If somebody has sinned at least once, he is a sinner and he needs salvation that 
is in Ceremonial Law. If after committing only one sin, a sinner keeps Ten Commandments 
accordingly, including doing good deeds, he is still a sinner, in spite of all good deeds, and 
he still needs salvation that is only in the Ceremonial Law. 

So, Moral Law plays preventive role and helps to avoid falling into sin but it can't offer 
salvation. At the same time a man can't get salvation without obedience of the Moral Law 
that even includes doing good deeds. If a sinner violates the Moral Law continually, he is 
constant sinner without salvation, until he has faith in Christ and follows God's Moral Law. 

4.4. "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 

Devil can say that God loves sinners, but it is not true. God loves human even if they 
are still sinners [John 3: 16]. Devil also can say that people are very weak to keep God's 
commandments, or God by his Ten Commandments demands too much from the human. But 
this claim contradicts to the fact that all creatures of the Universe follow God's will, and at 
the end of the world history, "the fine linen" will be "the righteousness of Saints" [Rev. 19: 8]. 

There is a well-known statement that "...all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God' [Rom. 3; 23], but it doesn't mean, that there was no man, who could resist sin. 

Let us to read some verses carefully ... and put names of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
Daniel, Job, and other men of faith before the list of crimes: "As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues 
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: 
And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes" 
[Rom. 3; 10-18]. Could we accept an idea that no one man has won a battle against sin? Are 
all bad human features listed in these verses are attributes of the famous men of faith? I am 
sure it is not correct. God indeed had faithful men during the whole human history. 

Paul the Apostle said that, it had been written... so we should look at the primary source 
of these verses - which is in the book of Psalm, 14: 1-4: "The fool hath said in his heart, 



479 



Discussions & Conclusion 



There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that 
doeth good. The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together 
become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Have all the workers of iniquity 
no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the Lord." Now 
one knows that David described condition of the foolish men... At the same time David 
pointed on the fact, that: "... for God is in the generation of the righteous" 

Look at another example from the Epistle to Hebrew, Ch. 1 1 : "... By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain . . . {4}; By faith Enoch was translated that 
he should not see death ... for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased 
God {5}; ...By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by faith {7}; ...By faith Abraham, when he was 
called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and 
he went out, not knowing whither he went {8}, etc. and finally it is written that "These all 
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them.... {13}; is it true claim? Enoch belonged to the 
men of faith listed above, but he didn't die, and he got what was promised to him by God. 

Look at another verse where God gave recommendations regarding animals, which 
could be eaten by human: "Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as 
the green herb have I given you all things" [Gen. 9: 3]; that contradicts to the definition of 
the "clean" and "not clean" animals describe before: "Of every clean beast thou shalt take 
to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the 
male and his female" [Gen. 7: 2], In this example "every" doesn't mean real "all"... 

In the Bible, in some verses a word "all" or "every" doesn’t actually mean "all", but has a 
sense of "majority". One can suppose that at least Enoch and Elijah had not committed any 
sins, they didn't need salvation and a Savior, and God translated them into heaven alive, 
before Christ was sacrificed for the human sins. Otherwise, Bible would have a story similar to 
the written in Epistle of Jude regarding a dispute about the body of Moses [Jude, 1 : 9]. 

We can make a conclusion, that man was created with strength to follow God's Law and 
to resist sins. Jesus Christ confirmed it while being among human to redeem His people. He 
gained a victory, and he promised: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne" [Rev. 3:21], 
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4.5. Three Angel messages and Minneapolis Conference in 1888. 

It is a quite popular idea among the members of the Seventh-Day Adventist church that 
"Righteousness by Faith" or "Justification by Faith" and "Righteousness of Christ" were a 
new light given to the God's people through his messengers A. T. Jones, and E. J. Waggoner. 
Ellen G. White wrote: "... Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justification 
by faith is the third angel's message, and I have answered : 'it is the third angel's message 
in verity"..: 

We have already discussed a question on "Salvation by faith" that is very similar to the 
"Righteousness or Justification by Faith". But what does "Righteousness of Christ" mean? 
One can assume it means that Fie overcame the sin and Fie set down with his Father in his 
throne" [Rev. 3: 21]. Christ had proved that even being a human we still can resist a sin and 
follow God's will. Christ also had proved, that when we are sinners, and have feelings of 
separation from God {"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?' [Mark 1 5: 34; Math. 
27; 46]}, we can return back to Fleavenly Father and say: "... Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit..." [Luk. 23: 46]. So, Devil can't offer an excuse for us, that we are 
weak and powerless, and he can't discourage us that we have no chance to get salvation. 

Now I would like to recall the 1 st Angel message that proclaimed a new judgment: “And I 
saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people; 
Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is 
come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters ” [Rev. 14: 6-7], Is it important for all nations to know about investigating judgment 1- 
on the house of God? Could we say that a message proclaimed by William Miller and early 
SDA pioneers was delivered by the loud voice to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people? Actually it was a local whisper only. This is blasphemy to associate a loud message 
of the first Angel and William Miller, who was promoting a false view about the timing of 
the Second coming. 

The 2 nd Angel continued a message of the 1 st Angel saying: “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication ” [Rev. 14: 8]. "Babylon" is a mixture of Christianity and Paganism so it can’t fall 
away from the Truth; because of she is already “Babylon”. Passive form of the verb “is 
fallen” pointed on the fact that Babylon is destructed not herself, but due to somebody or 

* White, E. G. Repentance the Gift of God. - Review & Herald, 1 890, Apr 1 : 1 93. 

+ According to the doctrine of SDA church investigating judgment on the House of God started in 1844. 
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something. We can make a conclusion, that the 2nd Angel message proclaims punishment 
of Babylon due to her sins. So, this message is still in the future [see details in Rev. 18]. 

The 3 rd Angel warns of danger to enter into the Kingdom of the beast, saying with a loud 
voice: “If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, 
or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 
without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor 
night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his 
name" [14:9-1 1], It is obvious that a message of the 3 rd Angel delivered by the loud voice, 
tells about punishment of kingdom of the Beast; that is still in the future. 

Short analyses of the messages delivered by three Angels from the book of Revelation 14 
demonstrates that all messages are dealing with the future punishment of both Babylon and 
Kingdom of the beast and have no relation to the messages proclaimed in 1843/4 or 1888. 

4.6. Cleansing of the Sanctuary and 1888 message. 

According to the book of Robert J. Wieland there is a close connection between cleansing- 
of-the sanctuary truth (since 1844) and the message of righteousness by faith, delivered in 
1888: "What is the true evaluation of the 1888 message? Was it the 'same doctrine' that the 
Protestant Reformers and 19th century Evangelicals taught, as our authors insist? Or was it a 
distinct, unique understanding of 'the everlasting gospel' in relation to our special Sanctuary 
message ?' and later: "In a series of Review articles in early 1890, Ellen White discussed 
the cleansing-of-the sanctuary truth in connection with the controverted 1888 message of 
righteousness by faith. Each truth complemented the other ..." The "verity" of the third 
angel's message had not been comprehended by our ministers because they had not 
advanced in understanding as they should have forty-four years after the beginning of the 
cleansing of the sanctuary. Instead, advanced light had been kept from the people. ..." etc. 
[Wieland, R. 1888 Re-Examined, 1987], 

But let's read what E. J. Waggoner wrote in his Confession of Faith: "It seems so obvious 
as to need no argument, that the term 'evening-mornings, ' when used in connection with 
the sanctuary, must refer only to evening and morning sacrifices" [Waggoner, 1916: 15-16]. 
" The whole story described in Dan 8, and what was the subject of Daniels anxiety, had 
been most horribly defiled by Antioch us, and did need cleansing" [1916: 18}. "As far as the 
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'Investigative Judgment' is concerned... in the entire Bible... there is never once any 
mention of such a thing" {1916: 18-19}. 

He also expressed his view about heavenly Sanctuary: "Since no earthly sinners have ever 
been in the sanctuary in heaven, their sins can never have defiled that place, necessitating 
its cleansing" [Waggoner, 1916: 18]. And further he wrote, that Seventh-day Adventist 
teaching concerning the sanctuary, with its "Investigative Judgment" to precede the blotting 
out of sins, is virtually a denial of the atonement {1 91 6: 20}. 

So, according to the Confession of the faith written by E. J. Waggoner, he didn't see any 
connection between his message and Cleansing-of-the Sanctuary view. 
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